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stances of failures and successes. There is little value in
the effort to read into results of tests more than they are
known to reveal, to make on such a basis generalizations
that are only assumptions not open to proof. It is wiser
to confess frankly that correlations between mental pro-
cesses involved in definite tests and complex activities,
educational and vocational, are not yet established. But
this does not lessen a whit the value of findings which
indicate peculiarities in individual mental functioning.
It is the part of wisdom to discover all one can of the
characteristic mental traits of individuals and to guide
practical procedure in the light of these findings.

Many practically valuable diagnoses may be made if
we are aware of the individual differences that exist and
are intelligent enough to interpret reactions that indicate
need for special adaptations. Such study of mental
make-up as has been indicated in the chapter on Mental
Diagnosis can be undertaken by those trained for the
task. In the chapter on Differential Diagnosis is dis-
cussed the care which must be exercised before final
conclusions are reached. If the examination is thorough
and made under favorable conditions, psychological tests,
in spite of all possible criticisms, illuminate many a situa-
tion and give an insight into traits that are fundamental
for training and for vocational life.

We know, for instance, of a boy now 14 years old whose
entire school career has undoubtedly been greatly modi-
fied for the better because his intelligent parents under-
stood better than his teachers the harm that was result-
ing from the use of methods not adapted to his defective
functioning in certain mental processes. It was early
recognized that the boy had poor auditory powers and
exceptionally good visual powers. When five years
old he drew a very good representation of the facade of
an ancient university building he had seen, and at seven